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You know the knock on Martha Ste wart:
she's perfect. Sometimes just a little too perfect.
And yet, we secr etl y worship at her (perfect)
altar , par tl y because she almost single-han-
dedly (if you don't count her enormous staf f) is
responsib le for introducing good taste to the
wide w or ld of crafts. We ne ver have to worry
about her showing up with a cr ocheted toilet
paper cover, thank God. 

Plenty of that signa tur e good taste cr ossed
with obsessi ve craftiness is on display in her
latest book, ªMartha Ste war t's Enc yclopedia of
Craftsº (P otter Craft). Enc yclopedic it isÐ416
oversiz ed pages.

A lphabeticall y org aniz ed by crafting tec h-
nique , from albums through wr eaths, the book
offers a few projects for each method, with
instructions , supply lists and w ondr ous pho-

tography . (The woman e ven makes scra pbook-
ing look good.) No recession-era do wngrading
here, whic h frankly is r efr eshing after a r ecent
spate of craft books so lo w-bro w they near ly
drov e us back into the crafting closet. 

By the time we got to L for leaf printing, w e
were itching to break out the f abric paints (ho w
did she know we had been planning some leaf-
printed pillows?) 

And there's the crux of the Martha thing: if
you like to make stuf f, ther e's more than one
project in here that's calling your name, and
many more that will pr obabl y demand a tten-
tion if gi ven space on your shelv es. What can
we say? Her craft book isÐsighÐperfect. 

Cost: $35, in bookstores no w

Ð Cindy Dampier

Perfectly, tastefully crafted

From albums
thr ough wr eaths,
Martha S tewart
define s crafty.

BRIN G IT ON HOME

The art of
lighting
INSPIRA TION: The edgy, funky side of the

city juxtaposed with soft, primiti ve objects

found in the country. ªFusion between the

industrial city and found objects from the

country is sort of our thing,º says Philip

Sassano, ar tist, decorator and owner of

Refined Rustic Studio & Gallery , an art and

interiors gallery with loca tions in Chica go

and Lake Gene va, Wis. ªW e love to smash

them to gether into a single new piece.º 

INTERPRETA TION: Refined Rustic Studio

& Gallery's New Element Found Object

Lighting collection, introduced last winter.

This unique collection of lighting fixtur es

(pendants , chandeliers and floor and ta ble

lamps) fea tur es rustic odds and ends Sas-

sano has collected during his years pilla g-

ing the bar ns, far ms and antiques malls of

Illinois , Mic hig an, Iowa, W isconsinÐand

sometimes as far as Florida. 

Old metal tric ycle wheels, antique w ood-

en childr en's b locks , tiny glass medicinal

bottles and other quir ky bits end up

perc hed inside a wire globe or dangling

fr om a bask et as a reinv ented pendant.

Sassano and his cr eativ e team catalog

their country tr easur es in a warehouse in

Harvar d, Ill., until they are a ble to b uild

them into something ne w. ªI stow a way all

my w eir d finds, waiting for an idea to

crystallize ,º Sassano says. 

BRING IT HOME: Prices range from $575

to $1,200, depending on size of lighting

fixtur e and intricacy and rarity of compo-

nents . Various fixtures a vailab le now a t

3924 N. Mil wauk ee Ave., 773-685-4670; be-

ginning F rida y at the new Lake Gene va

gallery , 231 Cook St., Lake Geneva, Wis.,

262-249-0940; beginning April 24 at the ne w

Anderson ville shop Brimfield, 5219 N .

Clar k St., 312-593-6415; and online at

refinedrustic.com.

ÐShaila W underlich

swunderlich@tribune.com

At t op , an array of four lighting fixtur es
fe aturing found obje ct s are cradled inside
wir e spher es and b asket s. Abo ve, vint age
to y blocks, tric ycle wheels and medicinal
bottle s are 
waiting to be turned into one-o f-a-kind
light fixtur es by Philip Sass ano o f Refined
Rustic Studio & Gallery .

Att end it

n SATURDAY
Exclusiv e tour of Br adle y House, Frank
Lloyd Wright' s fir st true P rairie de sign, in
Kankake e. All-da y bus trip dep art s from the
Frank Llo yd Wright Home and S tudio , 951
Chicag o Ave., Oak Park. Lunch and snack
included.
Cost: $125, 708-848- 1976, gowright.org .

n APRIL 17-19
Jay son Home & Garden Spring Flea Mark et
feature s antiques and curiosities from Ar gen-
tina, Belgium, F ranc e and the U.S. Held in
Jayson' s courtyard ; on-site parking a vailable. 
1885 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago, 773-248-8180,
jaysonhomeandgarden.com

n FRIDAY-De c. 18
Dre am Home, the 5th annual display o f
luxury rooms, from f oyer to home o ffic e t o
bedr oom, e xecut ed by top de signers.
The Merchandise Mart, 1st floor, Kinzie and
Wells Street s, Chicago, 800-6 77-6278,
mmart.com/dreamhome

n NOW-MA Y 10
Spring 2009 Flo w er Show at Garfield P ark
Conservatory is abloom with az aleas, in-
cluding de scendant s of those planted for the
1893 Columbian Exposition.
300 N. Central Park A ve., Chicago, 312-746-
5100, garfieldconservatory.org

Save at

APRIL 19
The Spring Show at Ar chitectur al Ar ti-
facts is an annual b azaar-lik e event f eaturing
about 60 v endor s selling antiques, p aintings,
ceramic s, jewelry , textile s and more. 
4325 N. Ravensw ood Ave., Chicago, 773-263-
5882

NOW- APRIL 30
Mat erial Possessions knock s 10 percent o ff
rose ann hall glass war e. And, in honor o f
Earth D ay, an ªEco-Chic º table designed b y

Michelle Williams of Michelle Williams Int eri-
ors is featured.
704 N. Wabash A ve., Chicago, 312-280-4885 ;
954 Green Bay Rd., Winnetk a, 847-446-8840

APRIL 25 & 26
Tabula T ua 's annual W arehouse Sale mark s
40 t o 70 per cent o ff hand-cr aft ed furnitur e,
tablewar e and home ac cessories.
1009 W. Armit age Ave. (thre e doors east o f
Tabula Tua's ret ail store ), Chicag o, 773-525-
3500 , tabulatua.com

Shop it
Giggle , which aims to help urban p arents,
opened r ecently in Lincoln Park and o ffers
bab y furniture, bedding, t oiletrie s, toys, clo th-
ing and more. Mer chandise is sele ct ed f or
value, ease of use, design inno vation and
compactne ss. 
2116 N. Halst ed St ., Chicago, 773-296-6228,
giggle.com

Ant onio Lupi , a new fr ee-st anding It alian
bath sho wr oom, opened r ecently in Riv er
North.
516 N. Wells St ., Chicago, 312-329-1550

Tell it
Gar den w alk s 
Please send information for our annual gar-
den-w alk listing (to be published May 10).
Include: name of e vent , number of houses or
gardens f eatur ed, location, dat es and time s,
cost , (who bene fit s, if applic able ), or ganizer,
phone number for public to call for mor e
inf ormation (name and phone number for us
t o call), Web site (if applic able ). 
Deadline: April 20

Send to: house&home s@tribune.c om or t o
Chicago Tribune, House & Homes, 435 N. Mich-
igan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611, At tn: Gar den
walks.

Sourc e: Chicago Home + Garden magazine and
House & Homes s taff

Sandr a Schwarzbeck's brilliantly c olor ed glass plat es are among the
offering s at Ar chitectur al Artif act s' Spring Show on April 19. 
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 300 W. Golf Rd. Schaumburg, IL 60195

 847-519-2320

 SECOND TIME 
 AROUND
 F U R N I T U R E

 SchaumburgÕs 
 Best Kept Secret

 for Home Furnishings
 Mon-Thurs 10-7 ¥Ê Fri 10-6

 Sat 10-5  ¥Ê Closed Sun

 Gently Used & New Furniture and Consignment Sales

 Sale  !
 Spring Time  Inventory

 Do you have water problems?
 Call for sealing and caulking quotes.
 As low as 50 cents per square foot.

 TRICOUNTY 
 CONNECTIONS

 262-206-4171

 HOMEOWNERS AND 
 ASSOCIATIONS

 Now Open!!
 Bring your friends for a stunning shopping experience.

 1508 N. Naper Blvd., Naperville, IL  60563
 630-505-1463 ¥ affordable-antiques.com
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 GRAYSLAKE   ¥  (  2  BIG DAYS)

 ZURKO

 ANTIQUE
 & COLLECTIBLE ¥ MARKETS

 SAT. APR. 11th &  SUN.   APR. 12th

 SAT. Noon-5pm
 SUN. 8am-3pm/$6 NEW HOURS:

 Early Buyers:  SAT.  10am-Noon/$25
 NEW -    LAKE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
 GRAYSLAKE    (RT. 83/PETERSON RD.)

 OUTSIDE VENDORS WELCOME

 ANTIQUE FLEA
 MARKET

 SUN., Feb. 19th ¥ 8am-3pm/$5
 EARLY BUYERS 6AM/$10

 DuPage County Fairgrounds
 WHEATON, IL ¥ 715-526-9769
 www.zurkopromotions.com

 CIVIL WAR
 SHOW & SALE

 SAT. APRIL 18  ¥ 9am-4pm
 DuPage County Fairgrounds

 WHEATON, IL ¥ TREASURES!
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